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Maine’s Safe Campus Project recently 
reached a noteworthy milestone. As 
of January, it is a permanent part of the 
university budget. Previously, the project 
had been sustained largely through federal 
grants.
Safe Campus Project 
Director Renate Klein 
says the shift solidifies 
the university’s support 
for and commitment to 
the program.
Safe Campus Project 
was created six years 
ago to provide support 
services for victims of sexual assault or 
harassment, domestic violence or stalking 
on campus. The university began 
augmenting the project budget in 2005 
and now funds it completely.
With a staff of a half dozen volunteers 
or graduate students, project coordinator 
Carey Nason’s office at 201 East Annex on 
campus is often the first line of defense for 
abuse victims or for concerned friends of 
suspected victims.
The program also turned a comer in 
2005 with the expansion of services 
through the new UMaine policy on 
relationship abuse and the workplace. 
The university recognized that domestic 
abuse issues frequently extend into the 
workplace.
In conjunction with UMaine’s 
Department of Human Resources, the 
Safe Campus Project trains “first 
responders” on campus—a growing 
number of employees trained to recognize 
signs of abuse among co-workers and 
make inquiries or referrals to Nason’s 
office, as appropriate.
“There really is a push to think more 
about prevention and to raise awareness, 
not just in response to a particular 
incident, but to be more proactive, to 
think about what people should be aware 
of,” says Klein, who is also a professor of 
family studies. “People are concerned 
about colleagues in abusive relationships.” 
continued on page 2
Math Instructor Suzhong Tian Helps Build 
Cultural Bridges Between China and U.S.
W
ith an increasing global 
fascination with China, and 
the number of Chinese 
children adopted by American 
families averaging almost 7,000 a 
year, UMaine math instructor 
Suzhong Tian and his wife Zhang 
Jing thought opening a local Chinese 
language and cultural center could 
help adopted children learn about 
their native country.
After discussing the idea in 
2005 with friend Xiao-Lu Li, the 
conductor and director of the Bangor 
Symphony Orchestra, they opened 
the Bangor Chinese School in their 
home in Bangor, thinking most of 
their students would be adopted 
Chinese children.
However, they found that only half 
of the children in their Mandarin 
language classes were Chinese. Tian 
and Jing discovered that local interest 
in Chinese language and traditions 
extended beyond Chinese children.
In the two years since they opened the school, their more than 400 students have 
included children of many nationalities, in addition to parents, friends, and also adults of 
all ages planning to visit or do business in the world’s largest country.
Their program has grown; Tian and Jing now offer Mandarin lessons at their school on 
Cumberland Street in Bangor, at Little Hall on the UMaine campus through the universi­
ty’s Department of Modem Language and Classics, and at Husson College. Tian also 
teaches beginning Tai Chi and Jing regularly visits area schools to teach about China.
In addition to teaching reading and writing, they offer sessions on Chinese culture, a 
summer Chinese Dragon Camp for children and a guided trip to China. For Americans 
wishing to teach English in China, they can help arrange a Chinese teaching experience.
“With China opening its doors to the world, interest is growing,” says Tian. “Many 
(American) businesses have offices in China. Parents see advantages for opportunity in 
the future.”
It is estimated that more than a quarter of the world’s population already speaks 
Chinese and many people believe the language eventually could become almost as 
common as English. In fact, several of Maine’s public schools now offer Chinese along 
with more traditional foreign languages. Maine’s Education Commissioner Susan 
Gendron currently is working on an arrangement with China’s National Office for 
Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language to bring language teachers to more Maine 
schools.
While Tian and Jing both have or had other jobs—Jing as a computer programmer and 
Tian as a forest resources researcher and math teacher—they view the mission of the 
Bangor Chinese School as growing in significance. Jing holds an undergraduate degree in 
computer information systems and a master’s in business from Husson, but now focuses 
solely on the Chinese school.
continued on page 2
Along the Mall . . .
Klimis-Zacas, March Named 
Senior Fulbright Specialists
Dorothy Klimis-Zacas, 
professor of food science 
and human nutrition, 
t and Kathleen March, 
‘ professor of Spanish, 
have been named Senior 
Fulbright Specialists, a 
designation that places 
them on a list of experts 
approved by the
Fulbright Program to receive financial 
assistance for special teaching projects, 
typically in a foreign country.
The Fulbright Program seeks to increase 
mutual understanding between the people of 
the United States and other countries through 
the exchange of people, knowledge and skills. 
Designation as a senior specialist in the 
program positions a candidate for an 
assignment of two to six weeks.
For her assignment, Klimis-Zacas will 
spend time during part of a semester 
sabbatical this spring working at the University 
of Milan’s Department of Food Science and 
Nutrition in Italy.
From the end of March to the end of June, 
she will present lectures and graduate seminars, 
and assist the Department of Nutrition with 
curriculum development and assessment.
A leading authority on the health benefits of 
wild blueberries, Klimis-Zacas will expand her 
research in Italy to study the effects of wild 
blueberry compounds on DNA degradation in 
cell cultures and animals, and also diabetic 
microangiopathies at Medica Hospital and 
Medical Research Institution in Milan. She 
has been at UMaine since 1988.
As March continues 
to research opportunities, 
she anticipates using her 
expertise to assist in the 
creation or improvement 
of language-teaching 
programs in a Spanish­
speaking country.
Many countries 
can benefit from the 
Kathleen March
adaptation of traditional language-teaching 
techniques to more interactive communicative 
learning, and by utilizing newer technologies 
that deliver the most effective instructional 
material, March says.
March has taught at UMaine since 1984, and 
routinely leads UMaine students on service­




A team headed by Rick 
Kersbergen, University of 
Maine Cooperative 
Extension professor, 
recently received the 
Northeast Extension 
Directors’ Award of 
Excellence 2006 for 
“Building an Organic Dairy Research and 
Extension Program.”
Through the program, almost a third of all 
dairy farms in Maine have benefited from fall 
and spring forage conferences, pasture walks, 
field days and combine clinics. Kersbergen’s 
research has been instrumental in developing 
the organic dairy industry and fostering 
collaborations for organic dairy research by 
U.S. Department of Agriculture agencies, 
UMaine Cooperative Extension offices and the 
Universities of Vermont and New Hampshire.
His team includes Mia Morrison, dairy 
farmer and executive director of Maine 
Organic Milk Producers; Timothy Griffin, 
agronomist at USDA/ARS New England Plant 
Soil and Water Lab; and Chris Reberg-Horton, 
crop specialist at North Carolina State.
Safe Campus Project from page 1
Between 2001 and 2005, the number of 
people approaching Nason for advice 
increased tenfold, Klein says, which 
indicates how big the need is for the Safe 
Campus Project. That response is typical of 
other campuses that have adopted similar 
policies, she adds.
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UMaine Public Safety Director Noel 
March acknowledges the program’s success.
“We’re getting more folks to reach out,” 
he says, “and having this asset of a fully 
funded Safe Campus Project, that has been 
institutionalized, encourages members of 
our community to speak up and speak out, 
and report more frequently than they 
may have been doing in the past. The 
university is sending a very clear signal 
that relationship violence and the safety of 
our staff is a very high priority in this 
community.”
Safe Campus Project can be reached at 581- 
2515. www.umaine.edu/SafeCampusProject/ ■
Suzhong Tian from page 1
Tian and Jing are from separate regions 
of Inner Mongolia, a rural province in 
northeastern China not far from the border 
with Mongolia—a place where Maine 
winters are mild compared to the rugged 
weather both experienced growing up. They 
met at Beijing Forestry University, where 
Jing worked as a secretary and director of 
public relations and Tian earned degrees in 
forest management and disease control.
In 1998, they came to UMaine, where 
Tian earned a Ph.D. in forest resources.
Though he has published several research 
papers on forestry issues, he decided to 
change directions and pursue teaching 
college-level statistics, algebra and other 
math. He shares an office in Neville Hall.
Tian and Jing initially intended to return 
to China when Tian finished his Ph.D., but 
they changed their minds after only a short 
time. “The people here are so nice, so 
kind,” Tian says. “This is a big difference 
from what we heard in the media.”
Similarly, they say Americans who visit 
the Chinese will find a different experience 
than what is portrayed in the mainstream 
media.
Maine, the couple adds, is a more 
relaxed environment for their children, 
compared to the intense pressure on 
youngsters to compete for a limited 
number of seats in Chinese universities.
In the meantime, Jing and Tian, with 
their 7- and 5-year-old daughters, Mei and 
Melissa, hope to help share their culture in 
Maine.
“In China, I connected the university 
with the public,” Jing says. “Here, I try to 
connect China with the U.S.”
More information about the Bangor 
Chinese School can be found on its Web 
site (www.bangorchinese.com). ■
Red Cross Lauds Bodwell Volunteer Center for Campus Blood Drives
M
ore than 2,000 
gallons of blood 
have been 
donated by students, 
aculty and staff at the 
University of Maine in the 
last 10 years to American 
Red Cross Blood Services.
In appreciation, on 
Feb. 23, the Red Cross 
presented a plaque to the 
UMaine Bodwell 
Volunteer Center, which 
organizes three Red Cross 
blood drives on campus 
each year.
“The Bodwell Volunteer 
Center drives get bigger 
and bigger each year and I 
thought we should do 
something,” says Heather
Babcock, account executive for the 
American Red Cross Blood Services. She 
was accompanied at a ceremony in the 
Memorial Union by Kris Hansen, R.N., and 
interim manager of collections and opera­
tions for Maine.
Heather Babcock of American Red Cross Blood Services in Bangor, third from left, presents 
Kevin Taschereau, a graduate assistant in the Bodwell Volunteer Center, with a plaque of 
appreciation from the Red Cross. Also pictured are, from left, Mary Skaggs and Lyn Dexter, 
director and assistant director, Student Employment and Volunteer Programs; Kenda Scheele, 
senior associate dean of students; and Robert Dana, dean of student affairs.
Accepting the plaque for the Bodwell 
Center were Director Mary Skaggs, 
Associate Director Lyn Dexter and 
Graduate Assistant Kevin Taschereau, 
who coordinates the blood drives for the 
volunteer center.
The plaque recognizes an 
increasing number of student 
volunteers serving an expanding 
group of blood donors on campus 
in the last decade.
Skaggs estimates the university 
donates more than 275 pints of 
blood during each of the three 
Bodwell-coordinated drives. 
Babcock says each pint of blood 
saves an estimated three lives.
That means the more than 
8,300 pints the university has 
donated since the drives started 
on an annual basis potentially 
saved the lives of more than 
24,000 people.
Babcock adds that Red Cross 
research indicates that 95 percent 
of the population in the United 
States will receive blood or 
blood products in the course of a lifetime, 
but only 5 percent of the people eligible to 
donate actually give blood.
The two-day Bodwell Center blood 
drives are scheduled in the Memorial Union 
in February, September and November. ■
Publications & Presentations
Several members of the Department of 
Communication Sciences and Disorders (CSD) 
presented papers at the national conference of the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association in 
Miami in November 2006.
They are: Judy Walker, professor, CSD, and Emily 
Lin University of Canterbury, Christchurch, New 
Zealand, “Acoustic Analysis in Foreign Accent 
Syndrome: A Case Study”; Allan B. Smith, 
professor, CSD, Laurie Farkas, CSD graduate 
student, and Susan Lambrecht Smith, professor, 
CSD, “Turn Exchange Timing in Toddlers Later 
Identified with Dyslexia” and “Verbal Response 
Time in Spontaneous Speech of Toddlers with 
Dyslexia”; Susan Lambrecht Smith, Judy Stickles, 
clinical faculty, CSD, and Jenny Roberts, Hofstra 
University, “Efficacy of Early Intervention in Sound- 
Symbol Mapping for At-Risk Preschoolers”; Susan 
Lambrecht Smith, Jenny Roberts, Mary Sullivan, 
CSD graduate student, and John L. Locke, CUNY, 
Lehman College, “Gestures in Babbling: Early 
Patterns in Children with Dyslexia”; also, Susan 
Lambrecht Smith, Jenny Roberts, Antoinette Bongi 
and Jeanna Galasso, Hofstra University, two posters, 
“Language in Infants, Toddlers and Preschoolers: 
Syntactic Proficiency of Reading Impaired Children 
at 48 Months” and “Language in Infants, Toddlers 
and Preschoolers: Tense Marking at 48 Months in 
Children with Reading Impairment”; and Dana 
Howell, graduate student, and Stacy Wagovich, 
professor, University of Missouri, and Nancy E. 
Hall, professor, CSD, “Effect of Response Time on 
Fluency in Children Who Stutter.”
Yifeng Zhu, professor, electrical and computer 
engineering; Hong Jiang, professor, computer 
science and engineering, University of Nebraska; 
Xiao Qin, professor, computer science, New Mexico 
Institute of Mining and Technology; Dan Feng, 
Huazhong University of Science and Technology, 
China; and David R. Swanson, professor, computer 
science and engineering, University of Nebraska; 
“Exploiting redundancy to boost performance in a 
RAID-10 style cluster-based fde system,” Cluster 
Computing- The Journal of Networks Software Tools 
and Applications (October 2006).
Thomas Holmes, USDA Forest Service, Elizabeth 
Murphy, North Carolina State University, and 
Kathleen P. Bell, professor, resource economics 
and policy, “Exotic Forest Insects and Residential 
Property Values,” Agricultural and Resource 
Economics Review (2006); also Elena Irwin, 
professor, agricultural, applied and development 
economics, Ohio State University, Kathleen P. Bell 
and Jacqueline Geoghegan, professor, economics, 
Clark University, a book chapter, “Forecasting 
Residential Land Use Change,” Economics and 
Contemporary Land Use Policy (Washington, D.C.: 
Resources for the Future) (2006); and Kathleen P. 
Bell and Timothy J. Dalton, professor, resource 
economics and policy, “Spatial Economic Analysis 
in Data-Rich Environments,” International 
Association of Agricultural Economists 2006 
Meeting, Queensland, Australia (August 2006); Jon 
Devine, graduate student, and Kathleen P. Bell, 
“Rural Resident and Business Attitudes Towards 
Tourism,” Northeastern Agricultural and Resource
Economics Association Annual Meeting, Mystic, 
Conn. (June 2006); and Kathleen P. Bell, “Invasive 
Forest Pests and Public Land Management: Seeing 
(and Managing) the Forest and Its Trees,” 
International Symposium on Society and Resource 
Management, Vancouver, B.C., Canada (June 2006).
Publications & Presentations 
continued on back page
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Disney’s Cinderella Kids & 
Disney’s The Jungle Book Kids





Johannes G. Achatz, Ph.D. candidate, and 
Matthew D. Hooge, postdoctoral research 
associate, Department of Biological Sciences, 
College of Natural Sciences, Forestry, and 
Agriculture, “Convolutidae (Acoela) from 
Tanzania,” Zootaxa (2006).
Harold F. Gortner, professor, government and 
politics, George Mason University; and Carolyn Ball 
and Kenneth L. Nichols, professors, public 
administration, a book, Organizational Theory: A 
Public and Nonprofit Perspective, 3rd Edition (2007).
Julie Cheville, professor, literacy education, 
Margaret Finders, director, teacher education, 
Washington University (St. Louis), a book chapter, 
“Defining Adolescent and Adult Writing 
Development: A Contest of Empirical and Federal 
Will,” The Handbook of Writing Research 
(Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, publisher) (2007).
Michael J. McCarthy, professor, Food Science and 
Technology, University of California, Davis; Young 
Jin Choi and Artem G. Goloshevsky, students, Food 
Science and Technology, University of California, 
Davis; Jeffrey S. De Ropp, Nuclear Magnetic 
Resonance (NMR) Facility, University of California, 
Davis; Scott Collins, UMaine professor, chemistry; 
and Jeffrey H. Walton, NMR Facility, University of 
California, Davis, “Measurement of fluid food 
viscosity using microfabricated radio frequency 
coils,” Journal of Texture Studies (December 2006).
Amy Fried, professor, political science, and 
associate dean for research, College of Liberal Arts 
and Sciences, “The Forgotten Lindsay Rogers and 
the Development of American Political Science,” 
American Political Science Review (2006); also, 
“The Personalization of Collective Memory: The 
Smithsonian’s September 11 Exhibit,” Political 
Communication (2006); “ ‘Honest but Dumb or 
Menace to the National Interest?’ Questioning the 
Legitimacy of Public Opinion Polls in the Wake of 
the 1948 Election,” Northeastern Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting, Boston (Nov. 9-11, 
2006); and “Teaching about Controversial 
Subjects,” with Richard Powell, professor, political 
science, American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia (Fall 2006).
Andrew J. Goupee, Ph.D. candidate, and Senthil S. 
Vel, professor, mechanical engineering, 
“Optimization of natural frequencies of bidirectional 
functionally graded beams,” Structural and 
Multidisciplinary Optimization (December 2006).
J.D. Anderson, professor, Indiana University and 
S.A. Wagovich, professor, University of Missouri, 
and Nancy E. Hall, professor, communication 
sciences and disorders, “Nonword repetition skills 
in young children who do and do not stutter,” 
Journal of Fluency Disorders (2006).
Samuel T. Hess, professor, Department of Physics 
and Astronomy, and Institute for Molecular 
Biophysics; Thanu P. K. Girirajan, graduate 
student, Department of Chemical and Biological 
Engineering, and Institute for Molecular Biophysics; 
and Michael D. Mason, professor, Department of 
Chemical and Biological Engineering, and Institute 
for Molecular Biophysics, “Ultra-high resolution 
imaging by fluorescence photoactivation 
localization microscopy,” Biophysical Journal 
(December 2006).
David Hiebeler, professor, mathematics, and 
undergraduate math student Amanda Criner, 
“Partially Mixed Household Epidemiological 
Model with Clustered Resistant Individuals,” 
Physical Review E (2007).
Suming Jin, former student, and Steven A. Sader, 
professor, forest resources, “Effects of ownership 
and change on forest harvest rates, types and trends 
in northern Maine,” Forest Ecology and 
Management (2006).
Margaret O. Killinger, adjunct professor, Honors 
College, a book, The Good Life of Helen K. Nearing 
(University of Vermont Press) (2007).
Michael H. Lewis, professor, art, exhibition of new 
paintings, “Shadows and Light: Paintings of 
Maine,” Uptown Gallery, New York City 
(November 2006); also, an exhibit, “Deep Roots,” 
Aucocisco Gallery, Portland, Maine (June 2006).
Piyush K. Dutta, materials research engineer, U.S. 
Army Cold Regions Research & Engineering 
Laboratory, ERDC, Hanover, N.H.; Roberto Lopez- 
Anido, professor, Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering; and Soon-Chul Kwon, 
research assistant, U.S. Army Cold Regions 
Research & Engineering Laboratory, ERDC, 
Hanover, N.H., “Fatigue Durability of FRP 
Composite Bridge Decks at Extreme Temperatures,” 
International Journal of Materials and Product 
Technology (2007).
Erik L. McCarthy, former graduate student, 
Teressa J. Egeler, former undergraduate, and Lee 
E. Bickerstaff, staff scientist, Department of 
Chemical and Biological Engineering; Mauricio 
Pereira da Cunha, professor, electrical and com­
puter engineering; and Paul J. Millard, professor, 
chemical engineering, “Detection and identification 
of IHN and ISA viruses by isothermal DNA 
amplification in microcapillary tubes,” Analytical 
and Bioanalytical Chemistry (December 2006).
Tom Mikotowicz, professor, theater, “Censorship of 
the American theatre in the twentieth century,” and 
“Theatre, society and the nation: Staging American 
identities,” The Drama Review-A Journal of 
Performance Studies (2006).
Robert M. Milardo, professor, child development, 
“Generative Uncle and Nephew Relationships,” 
Journal of Marriage and the Family (December 
2005).
Phillip Silver, professor, music, a performance, 
“Thwarted Voices,” the Thomas and Dian Mann 
Distinguished Symposium Series, Ohio State 
University, and a master class (Jan. 25, 2007).
Allan B. Smith, professor, communication sciences 
and disorders; Michael P. Robb, professor and head 
of the Department of Speech-Language Therapy, 
University of Canterbury, New Zealand, “The 
influence of utterance position on children’s 
production of lexical stress,” Folia Phoniatrica Et 
Logopaedica (2006).
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Philip Silver & Ludlow Hallman 
Minsky Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
March 24 
University Singers 
Minsky Recital Hall, 7:30 p.m. 
March 27 
Three Bands Concert 
Hutchins Concert Hall, MCA, 7:30 p.m.
March 30 
Global Forest Planting & Climate 
Change in Maine 
Professor Richard Jagels 
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